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and the latter in exile was protected at Udaipur up to the time of his
accession, Their kinship with the clans helped these two emperors
greatly in their contests for the throne, while the strain of Hindu blood
softened their fanaticism and mitigated their foreign contempt for the
natives of India.

When Shah Jahan grew old and feeble, the Rajput chiefs took their
full share in the war between his sons for the throne, siding mostly
with Dara, their kinsman by the mother's side; and Raja Jaswant
Singh of Jodhpur was defeated with great slaughter in 1658 at Fateh-
abad, near Ujjain, in attempting to stop Aurangzeb's inarch upon Agra.
Aurangzeb employed the Rajputs in distant wars, and their contingents
did duty at his capital, but he was too bigoted to retain undiminished
the hold on them acquired by Akbar. Towards the end of his reign
he made bitter, though unsuccessful, war upon the Sesodias and
devastated parts of Rajputana; but he was very roughly handled by
the united Rathors and Sesodias, and he had thoroughly alienated the
clans before he died. Thus, whereas up to the reign of Akbar the
Rajput clans had maintained their political freedom, though within
territorial limits that were always changing, from the end of the six-
teenth century we may regard their chiefs as having become feudatories
or tributaries of the empire ; and, if Aurangzeb's impotent invasion be
excepted, it may be affirmed that from Akbar's settlement of Rajputana
up to the middle of the eighteenth century the Rajput clans did all
their serious warfare under the imperial banner in foreign wars, or in
the battles between competitors for the throne.

When Aurangzeb died, they took sides as usual. Shah Alam Baha-
dur, the son of a Rajput mother, was largely indebted for his success
to the swords of his kinsmen; and the obligations of allegiance,
tribute, and military service to the empire were undoubtedly recognized
as defining the political status of the chief so long as an emperor
existed who could exact them. After the death of Aurangzeb, the
Rajputs attempted the formation of an independent league for their
own defence, in the shape of a triple alliance between the three leading
clans, the Sesodia, Rathor, and Kachwaha; and this compact was
renewed when Nadir Shah threw all Northern India into confusion.
But the treaty contained a stipulation that, in the succession to the
Rathor and Kachwaha chiefships, the sons of a Sesodia princess should
have preference over all others ; and this attempt to set aside the rights
of primogeniture was the fruitful source of disputes which soon split up
the federation. In the rising storm which was to wreck the empire, the
chiefs of Jodhpur and Jaipur held their own, and indeed increased
their territories in the general tumult, until the wasting spread of the
Maratha freebooters brought in a flood of anarchy that threatened
every political structuie in India. The whole period of 151 years from